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Introduction 

The popular image of Australia is dominated by sun and surf. Swimming is core to this 

identity. In a country that values sporting achievement swimmers have long dominated our 

sporting success at Olympic level. In fact the freestyle stroke was originally known as the 

trudgeon stroke or “Australian crawl”. (White Hat Guide) Names such as Durack, Charlton, 

Kellerman and Beaurepaire, included in the International Swimming Hall of Fame 

(International Swimming Hall of Fame), did not come to prominence in an “Olympic 

Swimming Pool” as we now know.   

 

Australian’s swam in a variety of pools which can be categorised as: 

• Ocean enclosures 

• River / creek enclosures 

• Quarries & Lakes 

• Small concrete structures (often with an inflow and outflow to a creek), often built post 

world war one and two with funding from the Commonwealth of Australia. (Memorial 

Pools) 

 

Despite the importance of swimming to the Australian identity, of the 327 pools assessed as 

part of this paper, there is a small minority that have been identified on HERMES as sites 

under the Item Group “Recreation and Entertainment” and the Item Type “Baths / Swimming 

centre”.   Of these, even fewer have a form of statutory listing. 

 

Many heritage studies undertaken in Victoria have utilised the Australian Historic Themes 

(Australian Heritage Commission, 2001).  Swimming, baths and pools do not appear in the 

thematic structure.  The closest theme is Theme 9: Developing Australia’s Cultural Life 



which has a subtheme of “going to the beach”.  This does not naturally lead to the 

identification of swimming infrastructure not related to ‘the beach’.  With the introduction of 

standard heritage themes for Victoria’s – Victoria’s Framework of Historical Themes 

released in 2010 swimming pools are clearly identified in Theme 9: shaping cultural and 

creative life; Sub theme 9.1 Participating in sport and recreation.  The Heritage Victoria 

Database “HERMES” has a the ability to categorise as place under the Category “Recreation 

and Entertainment” and the sub category “Baths/swimming centre”.   

 

It is my belief that most Australian’s have a strong association to swimming and swimming 

pools.  The pool is a place where you congregated with family and friends – as a child; a 

teenager or a parent.  My memories of Ash Wednesday are linked to the, now demolished 

Kew Olympic Pool where I watched they sky change colour and smelt the ash in the air.  

Each subsequent fire event reminds me of the Kew Pool, who I was with and what we were 

talking about.   

 

My interest in pre Olympic pools stems from the Hepburn Pool.  I would often think my 

father, grandfather and great uncle were pulling my leg when they would tell me that they 

swam there.   I saw no pool of my experience – concrete, turnstyles and the smell of chlorine.    

The Hepburn Pool had closed the year I was born due to the opening of the Daylesford 

Olympic Pool.  Like many preolympic pools it was seen as obsolete and unsanitary. In the 

decade that followed farm and other effluent and soils had washed down Spring Creek to fill 

the structure to the point that all I could see was willows and mud.   

 

In the mid 1990’s the Hepburn community got together to clean out the pool and repair the 

structure.  In 1996, post restoration and local government amalgamations it was slated for 



demolition.  Hepburn Shire Council had requested a report from Surf Life Saving Victoria 

that stated that the pool was not chlorinated and therefore did not meet Lifesaving Victoria 

requirements. Upon Council reporting insurance cover was removed from this section of 

creek and moves to “dismantle” the pool initiated. (State of Victoria, 2006) 

 

It was at this point that my interest in preolympic swimming pools began with my 

involvement in the campaign to save the pool. I nominated the pool to the Victorian Heritage 

Register, undertook an initial comparative analysis (Gervasoni, 1999).  The pool was 

subsequently included on the Victorian Heritage Register as H1865 on 9 March 2000.  In 

2004, the Year of the Built Environment, over 400 nominations of the Hepburn Pool were 

received as part of the ‘Favourite Built Place’ process.  Hepburn Pool was chosen as the 

regional winner and then was named Victoria’s Favourite Built Place over the MCG, 

demonstrating the resonance of the strong association of the community to the place.  The 

Minister for Planning, implemented a process to restore insurance to the site in 2006. (State 

of Victoria, 2006) 

 

Hepburn Pool is not alone in engendering a strong ‘community response’ to its loss.  The 

closure of the Footscray and Sunshine Pools has gained much media attention, including a 

full front page of the Melbourne Age Newspaper.  In a repetition of the pattern of demise of 

preolympic pools, the Olympic Pools are being closed due to construction of indoor heated 

swimming pools, often of 25m in length.  

 

This paper will look at the development of swimming as a sporting and recreational activity 

in Victoria, the influence of Beaurepaire and the Department of Education in promoting 

swimming and swimming facilities and to make recommendations to heritage authorities in 



Victoria regarding identification, protection and interpretation of pre Olympic swimming 

pools in Victoria. 

 

Development of Swimming in Victoria 

A search of images in Trove will demonstrate a strong representation (or over representation) 

of pre Olympic pools in Victoria.  While local and state heritage studies have considered sites 

on a case by case basis, the consideration of why Victoria in the first half of the 20th century 

developed such a wide range of swimming infrastructure has not been considered in depth. 

Reference is made to Victoria’s one famous swimmer in this era, Frank Beaurepaire who 

would be influential over many decades in the development of swimming and swimming 

pools in Victoria.  My research leads me to believe his influence is only part of the story. 

 

Department of Education. 

The Victorian Education Gazette and Teachers Aid from the early 1900’s into the 1940’s 

demonstrates the role of the Department of Education in promoting swimming and lifesaving 

skills in Victoria.  May Cox, Supervisor of School Swimming, reported in the July 1922 

Education Gazette and Teachers Aid that swimming clubs were established in 1898.  Until 

1910 they were organised by a voluntary committee.  May Cox was appointed to the 

specialised role in 1910 and Frank Beaurepaire was recruited, to work alongside Miss Cox, in 

1911.   

 

Prevention of drowning was a key objective and in 1903 the Minister for Education had 

created a certificate for all pupils who could ‘(a) swim 50 yards in a reasonable time; (b) can 

float for at least one minute; and (c) can enter the water by a fairly neat dive.’ (Department of 

Education, 1903).  Many Education Gazette and Teachers Aid’s listed student activities in 



lifesaving, and the July 1922 edition reported that for the period 1915-1922 students of the 

program averaged 83 successful rescues a season.  

 

In order to be able to teach swimming, facilities for swimming were required.  In 1906 the 

Education Gazette and Teachers Aid had discussions of facilities for learning to swim as 

follows, 

 ‘ the importance of teaching children to swim has been vividly impressed on the public 

mind by the sad drowning fatalities … where, on account of the depth of water, it is 

unsafe for a beginner to venture, the following plan, suggested by Lieutenant – Colonel 

Williams, the head teacher of the Macedon School, is worth of consideration.  Use rows 

of strong wire netting laced together by strong galvanized fencing wire, and stretched 

across pools, dams, creeks etc, at a depth of about 3ft.  The ends of the wires would be 

securely fastened to posts of trees. .. slips of leather rather wider than the foot could be 

worn on the soles of the feet for protection from the netting”. (Department of Education 

1906) 

This method is included via photograph in a 1914 Education Gazette and Teachers Aid as 

being in use in Cressy.   

 



Frank Beaurepaire, was appointed “Organiser of Swimming”. (Department of Education, 

1903-1911)  This appointment temporarily ended Beaurepaire’s Olympic Swimming Career 

as he was declared “professional”. (Poynter, RJ).   His term with Department of Education 

was of short duration, with Beaurepaire enlisting for active service in 1915.  His time spent at 

the education Department created a more professional approach to the teaching of swimming, 

which was continued in the following decades by May Cox.  Articles appeared during this 

period describing technique, hygiene and how to create a bathing place.  In his later years as a 

councillor and businessman, these issues would see Beaurepaire champion a more hygienic 

“Olympic” pool. 

 
Excerpt from Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, 22 October 1913 p429 
 

More formalised pools began to be promoted in this era, but the Education Department still 

promoted making use of natural water bodies such as rivers and lakes.   The 1914 Education 



Gazette and Teachers Aid demonstrate a river enclosure, close to the bank, and with planks at 

the edge for instructor access. (Department of Education, 1914).    

 

Wimmera River Horsham, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid 22 January 1914 p33 

 

Educations Gazettes in 1915 promoted the advantages of swimming and the number of 

rescues performed by school children.  During WWI the 18 March 1915, Education Gazette 

and Teachers Aid described the advantages of swimming in quite nationalistic terms as being; 

“1. For saving life (own and others) .. 2. To health – cleanliness, muscular development, 

correction of obesity. 3. Effect upon character (very important) – conquest of fear; 

development of self reliance and self respect; manly love of “clean sport”. 4. Effect upon 

school work – discipline without force, school happiness, pride of school work.   The 9 

December 1915 edition stated that during the 840 classes had been held, 23,000 students 

taught to swim and 49 rescues performed by students.   

 



Beaurepaire and Herald ‘Learn to Swim’ Campaign 

Beaurepaire’s influence in swimming and learning to swim extended beyond his period with 

the Department of Education.  In 1928 Beaurepaire had returned to Melbourne and had been 

elected to the Melbourne City Council.  In 1929 he joined forces with the Herald to 

commence a ‘Learn to Swim’ campaign that was in place until 1970, with Beaurepaire as its 

president until his death in 1954.  (Poynter, RJ).    

 

The Herald Learn to Swim campaign reinvigorated the demand for, and popularity of 

swimming pools.  As reported in the Camperdown Chronicle, 14 February 1931 ‘ There is no 

doubt the swimming pool is a great boon.  Since last November the school children have had 

weekly swimming lessons given them by capable instructors.  When these lessons first 

commenced only two children in the school were able swimmers, but now there are 32 pupils 

who all have a good chance of winning a diploma.’ 

 

The Education Department remained a key player in this period with the School system 

remaining active in provision of swimming spots and swimming education through the 

Herald ‘Learn to Swim’ era, as is outlined in the 17 July 1936 edition of Education Gazette 

and Teachers Aid. 

‘A Swimming Pool at Invergordon South 

Early this year, Miss Margaret J. Robertson was appointed temporary head teacher at 

School No. 4477, Invergordon South.  She expressed a desire to teach her pupils to 

swim, but there was no pool available.  The school committee solved the difficulty by 

arranging a working bee, which completed the erection of a basin 4 ft 6 in deep, 22 yds 

long, and 10 yds wide in the course of a single day.  Of the seventeen pupils enrolled at 



the school, five were infants.  Nevertheless, twelve children had learned to swim by the 

end of the season.’ 

 

Hygiene and the demise of preolympic swimming pools 

As facilities for Learn to Swim were constructed, care and attention was not always given to 

the ability to keep the water fresh. The Argus, 8 July 1932 reported that ‘Dr Harris, 

Gippsland health officer, has filed an adverse report on the swimming pool in Traralgon 

Creek.  …  The swimming pool committee has asked the shire council to erect concrete baths.  

.. it was stated … that the town water supply would not stand the extra strain imposed by 

baths, but that immediately the supply was increased the council would give the baths project 

consideration.   

 

In 1924, the Argus had assessed the provision of ‘Baths in the suburbs’. This was before the 

treatment systems we understand today. Surprisingly the water in the Melbourne City Baths 

was changed only three times per week, and the then twenty year old Richmond Baths were 

‘used chiefly by school children who are taken regularly ...instruct them in swimming and life 

saving methods.  The majority of adults in Richmond prefer to swim in the river.’  (Argus 

1924) Baths or swimming clubs were provided at Carlton, North Melbourne, beside the 

Yarra, Richmond, Collingwood (Yarra), Essendon, Fitzroy, Footscray (Maribyrnong), 

Hawthorn, Northcote, Coburg (lake) and Brunswick, which had a ‘constant flow of water into 

the bath, which is drained and thoroughly cleaned each week’. (Argus 1924) Of Coburg 

Lake, it was stated that Royal Life Saving Victoria described the swimming course of 

approximately 300 yards x 50 yards as ‘one of the finest long distance courses in Vic for not 

in Australia.’ (Argus 1924)  

 



Despite this praise the new ‘olympic’ era of pools was beginning to be foreshadowed with the 

Argus reporting that Kew were building a baths (closed in basin) which would be sufficiently 

long for racing, Malvern and Prahran having gained approval for construction and 

preparations underway at Camberwell and Caulfield.  The article foreshadowed the change 

ahead by detailing the pool inspection tour of the United States by the City Engineer at 

Camberwell.  It was noted that some pools charged and entry fee, some baths were open to 

public viewing and, most importantly for the fate of the preolympic pool, the California State 

Board of Health, in order to keep water pure, required the continuous addition of water for 

each bather.  ‘Water should recirculated, ozonated and treated by the UV ray.  Intermittent 

applications of disinfecting solutions were made direct to the pool and copper sulfate added 

at regular intervals.’ (Argus 1924).   

 

As funding became available for ‘concrete’ pools, my research demonstrates that they are 

generally located near the natural waterbodies they replaced. This may be to attract the 

swimmers, or for a constant source of water for cleaning. 

 

Thematic Assessment of remaining Pre Olympic Swimming Pools by Category 

Over 300 swimming pools have been documented as background for this paper.  The table 

below clearly indicates that the concrete pool, often under 50m, is the best represented pool 

type from the pre 1956 period. These pools are often one of the few recreational / community 

facilities in Victorian Country towns.  Being basin structures, they were easily adapted to a 

water treatment regime once introduced, and therefore could meet changing guidelines from 

health and life saving organisations. 

 

 
 



Table of pre Olympic swimming pools in Victoria 

  Number 
located 

Number 
in use 

% in 
use 

Number 
intact 
or semi 
intact 

% intact 
or semi 
intact 

Olympic* 13 9 70% 14 85% 
Memorial & small 
concrete 160 147 92% 151 94% 
Sea baths 32 4 12% 5 16% 
Bathing boxes 22 19 86% 19 86% 
Lake; quarry 35 3 9% 11 32% 
River; creek 51 0 0% 6 12% 
Guesthouse 7 0 0% 0 0% 
    
Total (including concrete) 320 182 57% 206 64% 
Total (excluding concrete) 147 26 18% 41 28% 

* Some early and metropolitan Olympic pools examined as a comparison. 

 

Many Council’s with operating pools on natural watercourses needed to move to the 

‘olympic’ pool. This has led to decline in evidence of the previous structures, or actual 

dismantling of facilities for risk management purposes. Many lake pools, such as Lake 

Daylesford and the Surrey Dive have been partially filled to discourage swimming. The  

children’s enclosure at Fairfield is now a lawn area. 

 

Despite its earlier praise of Coburg Lake, since the advent of chlorinated pool systems Life 

Saving Victoria has been instrumental in the closure of any inland pool which is not 

cholorinated.  Despite the definition of a swimming pool not including a dam, or tank used on 

properties, nor watercourses such as streams or rivers nor ornamental ponds or fountains, Life 

Saving Victoria applies the swimming pool definition and standards in their report and 

recommendations.  Subsequently it is difficult to allow swimming.  The Bracks Government 

did some early work to ‘set out a way forward to resolve safety and water problems, with a 

view to eventually reopening the pool for swimming’ (State of Victoria: Minister for 

Planning 2006) however this is yet to be enacted. 



Bathing boxes are still prevalent, especially along Port Phillip Bay.  Mornington Peninsula 

Shire has undertaken an assessment of these assets in the context of their heritage value.  The 

Brighton Beach boxes are commonly used to promote Melbourne.  Only the Illuka Bathing 

Box at Portsea is included on the Victorian Heritage Register.  Consideration could be given 

to bathing boxes at Brighton, Mornington or Frankston to represent this period of swimming 

infrastructure, necessitated by the need for women to change into ‘costumes’ be included on 

the Victorian Heritage Register. 

 

Rarity & significance levels 

Any swimming pool or enclosure in Victoria on a river, lake or in the ocean demonstrates 

rarity.  This has been recognised to a certain extent through inclusion of Hepburn Pool 

(H1865); Calambeen Park (H0398); Buchan Caves Reserve (H1978) and Eastern Beach 

Bathing Reserve (H0929) on the Victorian Heritage Register. (State of Victoria: Heritage 

Victoria).  Remnant structures such as Euroa, Yarrawonga, St Arnaud and Byaduk and 

demonstrate similar qualities to those listed above including: 

‘Historical significance as an intact and operational example of the group of pools which 

were developed as natural water features around the State. From the early to the mid-

twentieth century swimming facilities on natural waters or remnant mining features were 

ubiquitous throughout Victoria. The pools varied from a majority of simple sites 

featuring a few basic facilities for diving and easy access to the water, to a small number 

which could cater for highly organised competitions with crowds of thousands. 

Historical significance in the development of swimming as a sport in Victoria 

Historical significance as an inland swimming hole and park which has been adapted 

from a landscape which was heavily altered by gold mining’ (ie St Arnaud) (State of 

Victoria: Heritage Victoria).   



      

Pre Olympic Swimming Pools on the Victorian Heriage Register at Hepburn (creek), Creswick (lake), 
Buchan (stream fed concrete) and Eastern Beach (ocean) 
 

     

Semi intact structures at Euroa (river), Yarrawonga (lake), Byaduk (stream fed concrete) and St 
Arnaud (mine dam); and for consideration for inclusion on the Victorian Heritage Register 
 

These comparative structures are not included on the Victorian Heritage Register, and only 

Byaduk is included in the local Heritage Overlay. St Arnaud was recommended for listing in 

2004 but to date no planning scheme amendment has been prepared by Northern Grampians 

Shire. 

 

Of the ‘baths’ structures of the turn of the century City Baths, Fitzroy, Brunswick, Hawthorn 

and Richmond remain operating at the same location, with Footscray being recently closed.  

Of these the City Baths and the ‘Aqua Profunda’ sign at Fitzroy Baths are included on the 

Victorian Heritage Register. (State of Victoria: Heritage Victoria) As a class these pools are 

rare and all demonstrate the significance stated for the City Baths being of “historical 

significance as a reminder of the important role played by bathing establishments in the early 

twentieth century. They are also illustrative of the patterns of social organisation in the early 

twentieth century.” (State of Victoria: Heritage Victoria) 



 

Sites demonstrating a degree of intactness meet tests of significance at a state level.  Those 

where the remnants are more ephemeral should be included within the Heritage Overlay to 

the local planning scheme.  The Brunswick and Richmond Pools are separately listed in the 

heritage overlay to the Moreland and Yarra Planning Schemes and the Hawthorn Pool is 

covered by a precinct overlay. The Fitzroy ‘Baths’ are not included in the heritage listing. 

 

The Maryborough Swimming Complex, a 1940 Olympic Pool, with links to Beaurepaire, is 

also included on the Victorian Heritage Register.  Sanitary, Olympic pools, championed by 

Bureaurepaire during his presidency of the Herald Learn to Swim Campaign, are increasingly 

under threat by the indoor heated complex, which is a topic separately covered in these 

proceedings.  The plight of this ‘era’ of swimming pools, including the smaller concrete and 

memorial pools is commencing the process of replacement and loss.  

 

Interpretation 

State listings relating to heritage sites demonstrate some key themes relating to swimming 

facilities on natural waters or remnant mining features, the development of swimming as a 

sport, and adaptation of natural water bodies for swimming.  From my inspection of over 300 

pools around Victoria, less than a handful provided any form of interpretation on site.  The 

best examples being in Southern Grampians Shire and Bayside, which include pools in its 

heritage overlay.  The signage at Byaduk, Balmoral and Branxholme begin to explain the 

nature of earlier swimming holes. 



   

              

 

Many pool sites are included as an archaeological site.  The Warrnambool Baths are an 

example of an archaeological place with the ability to be used to educate about pre Olympic 

swimming and bathing sites in Victoria.  This site is currently included within a heritage 

overlay, but no interpretation is provided.  Council is working on an interpretation strategy to 

better explain our heritage to the Warrnambool public and visitors.  The pool is relatively 

intact and could be ‘unearthed’ at a later date. 

   

Left: Heritage Victoria committee members inspecting remnants of the swimming baths at Warrnambool. Right: 
bathers at the turn of the 20th Century (historic image courtesy of Warrnambool and District Historical Society. 

Examples in 
interpretative 
signage 
implemented by 
Southern Grampians 
Shire. 
Top left – Byaduck 
Top right – 
Branxholme 
Right – Balmoral. 



Recommendations 

Thematic History 

Consideration of a thematic history of swimming in Victoria would allow for the fuller 

consideration of the influences on the development of swimming in Victoria, and would 

allow for the interpretation of sites in context of why they were developed.  This would 

support a more systematic identification, listing, management and interpretation of swimming 

pools in Victoria. 

 

Heritage Victoria could work with the Department of Education and Early Childhood 

Development to development materials, in the context of the Victorian Essential Learning 

Standards (VELS), to educate primary students on the development of swimming as a sport 

in Victoria and the role of the education system in promoting swimming venues and 

education. 

 

Assessment and listing 

Victoria has arguably the best and most diverse range of swimming infrastructure in 

Australia.  The last decade has seen the assessment and listing on the Victorian Heritage 

Register of pools at Hepburn Springs, Creswick and Buchan.  The fabric of many pools is 

degrading or being significantly altered due to fear regarding risk.   

 

Investigation of sites for state and local listing, in response to a thematic history, will allow 

for the continued use of some venues and the documentation, management and interpretation 

of other venues.  The following recommendations for state and local listing are made by 

category.  



Ocean enclosures 

Middle Brighton Baths (HO161) State 

Sorrento Back Beach   State 

Geelong – St Helens   Local 

All heritage inventory sites  Local 

Eastern Beach is the only sea baths on the Victorian Heritage Register.  Middle Brighton 

Baths has ongoing social significance.  It was reconstructed in the 1930’s, following the 

destruction of the previous baths.  It is currently in use year round.  Sorrento back beach is a 

rare example of the use of retaining walls at a surf beach to provide a calmer spot for bathing. 

River / creek enclosures 

Branxholme    State 

Euroa     State 

Balmoral    Local 

Murtoa     Local 

Warburton    Local 

Winchelsea    Local 

All archaeological sites  Local 

Hepburn Pool is the only example of a river / creek pool listed on the Victorian Heritage 

Register.  Euroa is another example of a river enclosure of a slightly different nature and 

Branxholme is a rare example of a small, educational pool rather than a site which could hold 

swimming championships. 

Quarries & Lakes 

Rowville (Heany Park) HO2  State 

Yarrawonga (Lake Mulwala)  State 

Box Hill (Surrey Dive)  Local 

Coburg    Local 

Daylesford    Local 



Lake Boga    Local 

Marysville    Local 

Moe     Local 

Nagambie    Local 

Shepparton    Local 

 

Heany Park is a Scout Camp.  Whilst much of the infrastructure is degrading there are still 

noticeable elements remaining.  The enclosure at Yarrawonga has been altered over time but 

is still available for public use.  Consideration could be given by Council’s to listing any site 

with archaeological remnants. 

Small concrete structures (with or without inflow and outflow to a creek) & memorial pools 

and early 20th century baths 

Brunswick (HO61)   State 

Byaduk (HO77)   State 

Fitzroy     State 

Hawthorn (HO152 precinct)  State 

Lorne (HO59)    State 

Marysville    State 

Warrnambool (Gillies St)  State 

 

Brunswick, Fitzroy and Hawthorn are all early municipal baths.  Warrnambool is a regional 

example of a bath.  Although the swimming area has been filled, it is relatively intact in 

regards to its original size and shape.  Lorne is the closest representation of a guest house 

pool, and is located near to the site of the Erskine House pool (no longer in existence).  

Williamstown is the only other example built in such close proximity to the ocean.  

Marysville is a representation of the rural / memorial pool with social significance being one 

of the only community facilities surviving Black Saturday.   

 



All other memorial and small concrete pools should be considered for local significance. 

Bathing Boxes 

Consideration of selection of most intact stretch of bathing boxes along Port Phillip Bay for 

inclusion on the Victorian Heritage Register. 

Olympic 

Post 1940 Olympic Pools   Local significance 

 

The Broadmeadows Pool has been identified as being of local significance.  The pool was 

closed for ‘drought’ reasons in 2009 and has not reopened.  Vandalism is occurring at the 

site.  Hume City Council should consider its position in regard to management of heritage 

places within its management.  The Coburg Pool was identified in the North of Bell Street 

Heritage Study Study as being of local significance.   Moreland City Council determined to 

exclude the pool from the amendment to implement the study recommendations into the 

Heritage Overlay (Moreland Leader, 2011).  Again failure to recognise or appreciate heritage 

under Council and state agency management is a key threat to the management and 

interpretation of all classes of swimming pools. 

 

Conclusion 

Victoria has a long affinity to swimming and to the evolution of swimming pools.  

Surprisingly, for the first 30 years of last century, it was the Department of Education, not 

municipalities, that were instrumental in popularising swimming and providing swimming 

infrastructure. 

 



Given changes in society, and the support of more ‘engineered’ structures by local authoties, 

some classes of pools, such as ‘guesthouse’ have been completely lost or are extremely rare.  

To be able to assess the social and historical importance of swimming pools, it is important to 

understand the forces that led to the provision of swimming infrastructure and how this 

changed over time.  Remnant examples of different periods remain as a connection to place 

and provide an ability to educate and inform. 

 

So next time you see the remains of a swimming pool on a creek, don’t think about leeches 

and sanitation but think about the stories that might be contained within. 

 
Hepburn Shire Advocate, 4 April 2001 p6. 
 



References 

The Age, 2004, The sun’s shining but more in the east, Geoff Strong, 4-1-04,    viewed on 
September 18, 2011 http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/the-suns-shining-but-more-in-
the-east/2006/01/03/1136050442055.html 
The Argus Melbourne, vic 1848-1954) Friday 8 July 1932 p9 article 

The Argus (Melbourne, Vic 1848-1954) Tuesday 2 December 1924 p15 article 
‘Camperdown Chronicle’ 1931, (Vic 1877-1954) Saturday 14 February 1931 p5 Article 

Commonwealth of Australia, Australian Heritage Commission, 2001, AUSTRALIAN 
HISTORIC THEMES: A framework for use in heritage assessment and management, 
Commonwealth of Australia 
Context Pty Ltd, 2011, Moreland North of Bell Street Heritage Study:Volume 1 – Key 
findings and recommendations, Moreland City Council website,   viewed on September 18, 
2011 
http://www.activemoreland.com.au/mccwr/_assets/main/lib91135/moreland%20north%20of
%20bell%20street%20heritage%20study%20-%20volume%201%20-%20april%202011.pdf 

Context Pty Ltd, 2011, Moreland North of Bell Street Heritage Study:Volume 2Heritage 
Place and Precinct Citations, Moreland City Council website,  viewed on September 18, 2011 
< 
http://www.activemoreland.com.au/mccwr/_assets/main/lib91135/moreland%20north%20of
%20%20bell%20street%20study%20-%20volume%202%20-%20april%202011.pdf> 
Footscray, Yarraville and Braybrook Star, 2005, Baths were hot summer spot, viewed on 
September 18, 2011 http://www.starnewsgroup.com.au/star/footscray-
yarraville/22/story/7467.html 

Gervasoni, Lisa (1999), A comparative analysis of pre Olympic Swimming pools in Victoria, 
unpublished.  

Gervasoni, Lisa (2011), Table of pre Olympic Swimming infrastructure in Victoria, 
unpublished. 

Graeme Butler and Associated, 2004, Heritage Report bathing boxes and boat sheds, 
Mornington Peninsula Shire beach reserves: Stage Two, Mornington Peninsula Shire Council 
website, viewed on September 18, 2011, 
<http://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/Files/BathingBoxHeritageStage2.pdf> 

Moreland Leader, 2011 ARE YOU AFFECTED? Council moves new heritage restrictions, 13 
June 2011, viewed on September 18, 2011 http://moreland-
leader.whereilive.com.au/news/story/heritage-list-widens/International Swimming Hall of 
Fame, viewed on September 17, 2011, http://www.ishof.org/Honorees/ 

Poynter, RJ, in Australian Dictionary of Biography, Beaurepaire, Sir Francis Joseph Edmund 
(Frank) (1891–1956), viewed on September 17, 2011, 
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/beaurepaire-sir-francis-joseph-edmund-frank-5175 
Save Sunshine Pool, 2008, Website, viewed on September 18, 2011 
http://www.savesunshinepool.com/ 
State of Victoria, Minister for Planning, 2006 Media Release, Historic Hepburn Pool on the 
Way to Restoration, viewed on 19 September 2011 



<http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/domino/Web_Notes/newmedia.nsf/798c8b072d117a01ca256c8c0
019bb01/556859c616422690ca2571ca00023dac>, Friday, August 11, 2006 

State of Victoria, Haultain, Lynne for Department of Sustainability and Environment, 2006, 
The Hepburn Pool Report, Community and Stakeholder Consultation June & July 2006, Melbourne, 
2006 

State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
September 1900 

State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
February 1901 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
April 1901 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
1903 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
November 1904 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
February 1906 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
December 1908 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
February 1911 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
October 1911 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
December 1912 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
October 1913 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
November 1913 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
January 1914 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
November 1914 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
February 1915 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
May 1915 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
December 1915 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
March 1920 

State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
July 1922 



State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
March 1923 
State of Victoria, Education Department, Education Gazette and Teachers Aid, Melbourne, 
April 1933 
State of Victoria, Heritage Council of Victoria 2009, Victoria’s Framework of Historical 
Themes, Heritage Council, Melbourne, February 2009 
State of Victoria, Heritage Victoria, Victorian Heritage Database: Swimming Pool Hepburn 
Springs, viewed on September 18, 2011 < 
http://vhd.heritage.vic.gov.au/vhd/heritagevic#detail_places;5639> 

State of Victoria, Heritage Victoria, Victorian Heritage Database:Eastern Beach Bathing 
Complex and Reserve, viewed on September 18, 2011 
http://vhd.heritage.vic.gov.au/vhd/heritagevic#detail_places;3785 
State of Victoria, Heritage Victoria, Victorian Heritage Database: City Baths viewed on 
September 18, 2011  http://vhd.heritage.vic.gov.au/vhd/heritagevic#detail_places;811 
State of Victoria, Heritage Victoria, Victorian Heritage Database: Calambeen Park viewed 
on September 18, 2011 http://vhd.heritage.vic.gov.au/vhd/heritagevic#detail_places;14382 
State of Victoria, Heritage Victoria, Victorian Heritage Database: "Aqua Profunda sign 
Fitzroy Pool, viewed on September 18, 2011 
http://vhd.heritage.vic.gov.au/vhd/heritagevic#detail_places;4742 

State of Victoria, Heritage Victoria, Victorian Heritage Database: Maryborough Municipal 
Swimming Pool Complex, viewed on September 18, 2011 
http://vhd.heritage.vic.gov.au/vhd/heritagevic#detail_places;5091 
State of Victoria, Heritage Victoria, Victorian Heritage Database: Buchan Caves Reserve, 
viewed on September 18, 2011 
http://vhd.heritage.vic.gov.au/vhd/heritagevic#detail_places;11578 

The White Hat Guide to Australian Inventions, Discoveries & Innovations, viewed on 
September 17, 2011’ <http://www.whitehat.com.au/australia/Inventions/InventionsA.html> 

 
 


